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SUBJECT: EONMIN UMBA-DI-LUTETE COMMENTS EXPECTANTLY 
ON ZAIRE-US RELATIONS 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. UMBA-DI-LUTETE SPOKE GLOWINGLY OE 
US-ZAIRIAN RELATIONS IN OUR EIRST MEETING, AUGUST 20, 

AND INDICATED HE WAS AWAITING SOME KIND OE EAVORABLE 
DECISION FROM WASHINGTON AS A RESULT OE HIS AUGUST 12 
CONVERSATION WITH THE SECRETARY. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCOMPANIED BY A FEW MEMBERS OE MY STAFF, I WAS 
CONVOKED BY UMBA TO PRESENT COPIES OF MY LETTERS OF 
CREDENCE. HE RECEIVED US CORDIALLY AND WAS KIND ENOUGH 
TO PUT ME AT EASE BY RECALLING GOOD THINGS THE SECRETARY 
HAS SAID TO HIM ABOUT ME DURING THEIR AUGUST 12 MEETING. 

HE THEN WENT ON TO CHARACTERIZE US-ZAIRE RELATIONS AS 
HAVING BEEN PARTICULARLY GOOD FROM THE VERY BEGINNING 
BECAUSE OF THE SPECIAL ROLE WE HAD PLAYED HERE DURING 
THE DIFFICULT TIMES IMMEDIATELY AETER INDEPENDENCE. HE 
SAID OFEICIAL RELATIONS WITH MY PREDECESSORS HAD BEEN 
UNIFORMLY EXCELLENT AND THERE WAS EVERY REASON FOR THIS 
STATE OF AFFAIRS TO CONTINUE. I SAID I CONSIDERED THIS 
EXCELLENT RECORD A CHALLENGE AND WOULD DO MY UTMOST TO 
MEET IT WORKING WITH UMBA AND OTHERS. I URGED THAT 

OUR EUTURE RELATIONS BE BASED ON COMPLETELY FRANK 
EXCHANGES OF VIEWS SO THAT ANY DIFFERENCES COULD BE 
IDENTIFIED AND DISCUSSED IN ALL FRIENDLINESS. 
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3. UMBA SAID HE HAD HAD A MOST USEFUL CONVERSATION 
WITH THE SECRETARY AND WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO RECEIVING 
FAVORABLE NEWS FROM ME ON THE SUBJECT VERY SOON. HE 

DID NOT SAY JUST WHAT THE SUBJECT WAS, PERHAPS BECAUSE 
SO MANY OF OUR COLLABORATORS WERE PRESENT, BUT HE 
RETURNED TO THIS THEME MORE THAN ONCE. ON ONE 
OCCASION HE REFERRED TO "A GIFT " THAT HE HAD TOLD 
PRESIDENT MOBUTU MIGHT BE FORTHCOMING. I WAS NON- 
COMMITTAL, REPLYING AT ONE POINT THAT I TOO HAD BEEN 
EXPECTING A FAVOR FROM THE SECRETARY AND HAD BERN 
AMPLY REWARDED WITH ASSIGNMENT TO KINSHASA. UMBA SAID 
HE HAD PROMISED THE SECRETARY THAT HE WOULD MAKE SURE 
THERE WAS NO DELAY IN MY PRESENTING MY CREDENTIALS. 

4. UMBA SAID ONE CRITICISM OF US POLICY THAT HE OFTEN 
RAISED WITH HIS AMERICAN FRIENDS WAS ITS TENDENCY TO 
GIVE PRIORITY ATTENTION TO SUCH NON-AFRICAN PROBLEMS 
AS VIETNAM, MIDDLE EAST, ARAB OIL (AT WHICH POINT I 
INTERRUPTED TO REMIND HIM THAT ARAB OIL WAS OF EQUAL 
CONCERN TO ZAIRE, A POINT HE READILY ACCEPTED). UMBA 
SAID HE HAD TOLD UNDER SECRETARY SISCO THAT THE US SHOULD 
GIVE A LITTEL MORE ATTENTION TO AFRICA AND HAD BEEN 
GRATIFIED WHEN SHORTLY AFTER THE CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATIONS, 
AFRICAN AMBASSADORS IN WASHINGTON HAD BEEN RECEIVED. I 
POINTED OUT DIFFICULTY OF TURNING GENERAL CONCERN FOR 
WELFARE OF A CONTINENT INTO US POLICY SATISFACTORY TO 
INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES IN THAT CONTINENT, CITING MY LATIN 
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. UMBA AGREED, BUT SAID IT WAS CLEAR 
THAT AT PRESENT BLACK AFRICA HAD ONE MAJOR CONCERN, 
DECOLONIZATION. I SAID THIS WAS CERTAINLY THE AFRICAN 
PROBLEM OF HIGHEST CONCERN TO MY GOVERNMENT AT PRESENT TIME. 

5. COMMENT. THE MEETING WENT WELL, BUT THE RESPEATED 
REFERENCES TO EXPECTATIONS OF IMPORTANT, FAVORABLE 
FALL-OUT FROM UMBA'S MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY WERE 
SOMEWHAT DISQUIETING. SEE KINSHASA 7171. HINTON 
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